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Since RSCM was re-established in Ireland four years ago, considerable progress has been made. Five Area 
Working Groups have been set up, a rolling programme of education, training and singing events has been 
undertaken, membership has increased and, with notable success, Voice for Life awards have been introduced 
and administered. It is a good time to assess where we are, and to think about changes that ought to be made 
in order to improve what RSCM offers its members here on this island. 
 

The Executive Committee has served us well for the past four years, but it is clear that a more efficient model 
is required if RSCM Ireland is to fulfil its function properly. The two main issues are that the geographical area 
represented by the Executive is far too large to administer effectively and that the majority of the current 
committee membership is located in Dublin meaning that Northern Ireland (where the largest concentration 
of membership is located) is in  danger of becoming under-represented. 
 

During the past few years, it has become increasingly clear to the committee that, although there is much 
commonality, many of the needs and expectations of Church musicians on either side of the border are different. In addition, we have 
found it hard to try to provide an active presence in two different legal and financial jurisdictions.  Thus, following consultation with 
Lindsay Gray (Director of the RSCM) and others, RSCM Ireland will move to a two committee structure from January 2010. One com-
mittee will have responsibility for Northern Ireland and the other for the Republic of Ireland. Amongst other benefits that this change 
will bring, we believe that by managing the work of the RSCM on a more regional basis we can achieve a greater focus on the needs of 
Church musicians at the local level. This vision will be realised through the area working groups, supported by the new area commit-
tees. Regional committees are far more likely to be able to maintain active contact with existing members, as well as identifying new 
ones and, in addition, the new area committees will be able to consult locally in order that they might focus on training needs and 
events that will be relevant to the membership of that area, rather than these decisions being made remotely. The move wi ll also lighten 
administration, particularly with regard to finance and Child Protection matters. 
 

We are delighted to be able to announce that The Very Revd Dr Hugh Kennedy, Administrator of St Peter’s Cathedral in Belfast has 
accepted the invitation to chair a new committee for Northern Ireland. He will be assisted by Ms Rachel Adams as Secretary, Mr Nigel 
McClintock as Education and Training Officer and Dr Emma Gibbins as Young Persons’ Officer. Current Executive committee members 
for Northern Ireland Mr Michael McCracken, Mr Philip Stopford, Mr Ian Mills and Dr Donald Davison will be joined by new committee 
member Mr Jonathan Ireland, Director of Music at Stormont Presbyterian Church in Belfast. 
 

Awards Administration will remain with Mr Fraser Wilson on an all–island basis until June 2010 by which time we hope to have ap-
pointed an Awards Administrator for Northern Ireland. Mr Richard Bloomfield has agreed to continue as web–editor and publicity offi-
cer for the island. Continuing dialogue between the two committees, through the co-ordinator, Peter Parshall, together with occasional 
joint meetings, will ensure a strong and active RSCM pr esence on the island. 
 

2010 promises to be an exciting year as the new committee for Northern Ireland begins to address the needs of Church musicians in 
the Province. Our next project will be to renew the committee membership in the Republic so that we can continue to offer a pro-
gramme that has a good mixture of training and education events, as well as social ones. Please do bear with us whilst these changes are 
enacted. It will result in a leaner and fitter organisation!  
 
With best wishes for your Advent and Christmas music-making.  Peter Barley. Chair RSCM Ireland Executive Committee 

 
The Dublin & Glendalough Diocesan Church Music committee  will be holding its next course on four Saturdays in January 2010. Course 
leaders will include Revd Edgar Swann (until recently Archdeacon of Glendalough) 9 January; Mark Duley, choir director, organist 
and conductor 16 January; Hilary Guter, director of music and Ian Gallagher , rector - both of Stillorgan Parish Church 23 January; 
and the Revd Peter Moger, the Church of England's worship development officer 30 January. 
 

All sessions take place between 10am and 1pm at Mageough House, Cowper Road, Rathmines, Dublin 6 beside the Cowper Luas sta-
tion.  
 
Each session will include some singing.  Additional information will be posted on the Church Music Dublin website 
www.churchmusicdublin.org as it becomes available. Course Fee: €100.  For information and to book, send an email to 
info@churchmusicdublin.org or call David McConnell on +353 (0)87 668 3998.  

Changes ahead for the RSCM in Ir eland 

Living Worship - new course begi ns 




